
 

 

On October 16th, a lovely couple from Cold 

Lake, AB, dropped a Tundra Swan off at 

WRSE. The swan, which they had found in 

a field, was unable to fly. At the time, no 

one expected that this beautiful Tundra 

Swan would spark the nation to rally     

together to ensure its safe migration! 

WRSE staffôs examination of the bird 

revealed a fracture of its left humerus. The 

Tundra Swan was then sent to be examined 

and x-rayed at the Delton Veterinary    

Hospital.  Dr. Person confirmed the      

fracture site and ensured us that the wing 

would heal with a few weeks of rest. The 

swanôs overall health improved rapidly as 

it hung out in the pool waiting for its wing 

to heal. 

Tundra Swans are found around      

Edmonton only during migration in       

October and April. By the time the swanôs 

wing had completely healed, it had missed 

migration. The swan needed a miracle to 

avoid a lonely overwintering at WRSEôs 

facility. 

We decided to call out for help through 

our media partners. 

This call was heard 

across the nation 

(B.C. to NFLD) and 

we received calls 

from all over    

Western Canada 

from people wanting 

to help out.  One of 

those calls was from 

Air Canada offering 

to donate a flight for 
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the swan (accompanied by me) and the 

transport crate! 

The western flocks of Tundra Swans 

migrate to the southern tip of B.C., so 

WRSE contacted our partners at the    

Wildlife Rescue Association of B.C. 

(WRA) in Burnaby who agreed to accept 

the swan and release it. 

Immediately word got out about Air 

Canadaôs generous donation, and WRSE 

learned that the Wild Animal                 

Rehabilitation Centre (Wild ARC) in    

Victoria was rehabilitating a Tundra Swan 

around the same age. Wild ARC contacted 

the WRA and arranged for their swan to be 

transferred to Burnaby that same day by 

ferry. 

On Dec 9th the two swans reached the 

WRAð one by boat and another by air. 

They were put in the same pen, and after a 

few high pitched ñpeepsò the pecking order 

was established, and they became fast 

friends. They are set to be released together 

before Christmas. 

I would like to thank 

our media partners, 

Air Canada, and 

everyone who     

offered to help 

transport the swan. 

If you would like to 

learn more about the 

journey, please visit 

our website at   

wildlife-edm.ca.  

A Nat ion of  Compassion      By Cheryl Feldstein, Executive Director 

Swan Set by Doris May 

Tundra Swan rehabilitated at 

WRSE 



 

 

Shortly after receiving a Tundra Swan in  

October, WRSE got a call from Fox Creek Fish & 

Wildlife about a Trumpeter Swan. Trumpeter Swans 

are much bigger than Tundra Swans; the Trumpeter 

has a substantially longer neck and larger beak, not to 

mention those enormous feet! This large water bird 

took up an entire room to itself at WRSEôs facility. 

The Trumpeter Swan had hatched this year 

and did not seem to get enough nutrition before   

leaving for its fall voyage. A huge thank you goes out 

to the pick-up driver who drove all the way to White 

Court to transport this starving swan to WRSE for 

compassionate care. The swan was rehydrated and 

then tube fed until its body was finally able to handle 

solid food. Staff could not have examined and tube 

fed the swan without all the brave volunteers who 

Volunteers Keep WRSE & Trumpeter Swan Soaring                 By Stephanie May 
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stood by with extra towels to help control the swanôs 

long neck.  

A lot of cleaning was involved, which     

increased as the swan became well enough to splash 

around in a pool. Many dedicated volunteers took 

part in the seemingly endless tasks of cleaning the 

pool, picking up spilt food and scraping swan poop. 

Thank you all! You devoted, enthusiastic volunteers 

made the compassion care of this threatened species 

possible. 

With the help of the Wildbird General Store, 

we located a flock of Trumpeter Swans hanging out 

at Big Lake. Thanks to everyone involved, this 

Trumpeter Swan was released with that flock and 

will make its first migration to Vancouver Island. 

We wish the Trumpeter Swan many more safe     

migrations! 

 Winter summons large flocks of Bohemian 

Waxwings who are infamous for eating fermented 

berries and flying into windows. Almost 5% of the 

birds received at WRSE each year 

have been injured as a result of   

window strikes. The Junior Wildlife 

Ambassadors need your help in 

keeping a safe environment for our 

wildlife. Please do your part by   

taking the following steps: 

 

1. Make reflection breakers to put in 

your windows to help prevent birds 

from flying into them. This can be 

as easy as cutting shapes out of construction paper 

and attaching them to the inside of the window. Or 

get creative and use ribbon or other materials to 

break up the reflection on your windows. 

2. If a bird hits your window, find a       

cardboard box that has a lid. Poke some air 

holes in the lid and line the bottom of the 

box with paper towels. Wear gloves, or use a 

towel, and gently place the bird in the box. 

Close the box, and put it in a warm, quiet, 

dark place. After one hour, take the box  

outside to open it and see if the bird flies 

away. If the bird does not fly away, call our 

hotline (780)914-4118.   

Junior Wi ld l i fe  Ambassadors Corner                    By  Stephanie May 

Cindy Kemper 



 

 

This yearôs annual Run/Walk 

Wild for Wildlife on October 

25th was not only the 10th year 

for the run, it was also the most 

successfulð373 participants 

raised $27,000 for WRSE! 

 A huge thank you goes 

out to all of our supporters and to 

the very special volunteers that 

helped that day! The 42         

volunteers at the event made the 

day go smoothly, and the     

Running Wi ld !                                   By Dana Brettelle & Holly Duvall 

WRSE Upcoming Events:  Comedy Night 
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Come join us for an evening of fun and laughter in support of WRSEôs 

compassionate care of injured and orphaned wildlife! 

 

Thursday, March 11th at 7:00 pm 

The Comedy Strip at West Edmonton Mall 

Only $22.00 per ticket    

All proceeds go towards WRSEôs wildlife care and programs! 

 

 Get your tickets today!  

Tickets must be preordered by contacting Dana or Holly  

780-433-0884 or volunteer@wildlife-edm.ca   

Weôll see you there!  

fabulous CORE Team did a   

fantastic job of organizing the 

run and making it the most    

successful one to date. 

Congratulations and 

thank you to this yearôs top 

pledge-raisers: Greenbank   

Veterinary Services Ltd. and 

Mayfield Veterinary Hospital  

won our first annual Vet      

Challenge. Special thanks to the 

staff at these two clinics for 

coming out to support the 

run this year. We really 

enjoyed  having you 

there! Marcel 

Notschaele, Bud Zak, 

and Amanda Geiger 

were the top three pledge-

raisers. Thank you all for 

raising so much money 

for WRSE! Team Robyn 

was the top pledge-raising team 

this year. The team, made up of 

staff from WRSE, was named 

after the daughter of Kristin   

Arnot, Director of Wildlife    

Services at WRSE. Her baby 

Robyn was born in July. 

We canôt say it enough; 

thank you to everyone who  

supported and helped with the 

Run/Walk Wild for Wildlife this 

year! 

2009 Run Volunteers 

I always find the run to be an excellent opportunity for volunteers to interact directly with 

the public, and each other. Most of the time, volunteers meet sporadically through shelter 

shifts, but the Run allows volunteers to work together on an amazing, income-generating 

event for wildlife. This year's Run was very special because it featured our top earnings and 

our top pledges!                 

Volunteer Voice        By Dawn Doell, CORE Team Member  

WRSE volunteers are excited for this 

annual event! 

Running Wild! & Volunteer Voice photos by Barb Eglinski 
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